
Measuring and Communicating 
SDG progress in the ESCWA 
Region

ESCWA SDG DEEP DATA DIVE

Open virtual IAEG-SDG Meeting
Wednesday, 22 September 2021  |  8:00 am – 10:00 am NYC EDT 



Content

▪ SDG Data in the ESCWA Region

▪ Improving Measurement

▪ Improving Communication



Ministry
Focal 

Point

Other 

sources

Data Flow in Practice

Custodian 

Agencies

NSO

Main Reporting Entity

Validation Process 

Capacity 

Development

01 02

03
04

05
UNSD 

Global SDG 

DATABASE

Current status: No coherent 
integrated institutional setup



harmonization and 
consistency of data and 
statistics to monitor SDGs

strengthening data 
collection and statistical 
capacity-building 
(modernization of 
administrate records)

enhancing data reporting 
channels that 
strengthens coordination 
among national statistical 
offices

This represents a major knowledge gap
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1. Improving Measurement



Harmonizing Data

https://www.unescwa.org/tools/sdg-metadata



Improving Data Availability

▪ Map time series to available 

record of data produced by 

NSOs to identify data gaps

▪Revise questionnaires and 

reports to ensure quality of data 

collected and indicators 

computed

▪Share good practices - direct 

links to reports and 

questionnaires

https://datastudio.google.com/reporting/70e13fb1-62f5-43d0-9717-f7a2d8c7ab79/page/FW7



Improving Data Quality



https://datastudio.google.com/reporting/8f03d388-1ab8-4fd5-afdd-

403b526fae8f/page/FW7
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Algeria Bahrain Egypt Iraq Kuwait Lebanon Somalia Sudan Yemen

Bilateral Capacity Building

71 experts 

15 country teams

95 bilateral meetings
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Regional Capacity Building

- not / less reported

- less understood 

- more estimated

Interagency and Experts Collaboration Series of SDG Webinars with 10 entities 

to improve the production and 

dissemination of SDG indicators from 

official national sources
1st WAVE  49 indicators - 26 Webinars

April to July 2021

https://www.unescwa.org/events/series-sdg-webinars-arab-region



Modernizing Administrative Records –

Phase I – Data Flow

Every 3 years Yearly Yearly

Country FP last reported year VNR FP Last reported year VNR FP Last reported year VNR

Algeria 2009

Bahrain 2016 Different 2018 Almost equal

Comoros 2020

Djibouti 2020

Egypt 2016 Almost equal 2017 Almost equal

Iraq 2020

Jordan 2019

Kuwait 2016 Different 2015

Lebanon 2019 2020

Libya

Mauritania 2012 2019

Morocco

Oman 2016 Almost equal 2018 2019

Palestine 2018 Almost equal

Qatar 2016 Equal 2005

Saudi Arabia 2019

Somalia 2019

Sudan 2018 2020

Syria

Tunisia 2012 2020

UAE 2018

Yemen 2021

3.6.1   Death rate due to road traffic injuries
2.a.1  The agriculture orientation index for government 

expenditure 

2.5.1b  Number of animal genetic resources for food 

and agriculture secured in either medium- or long-

term conservation facilities and 
Regional Network of SDG Data 
Focal Points developed by ESCWA 
in collaboration with the 
Custodian Agencies of SDG 
indicators and NSOs

NSO responsible to maintain a 
sustainable and consistent flow 
of harmonized data (guidelines)

Regional matrix of FP : 

- 27 agencies

- 80 indicators



Arab SDG 
Gateway

- Arab SDG Monitor
- International country data

- Regional and subregional averageds

- National SDG data

- E-Handbook on SDG Metadata

- SDG Data Portal + including UNCT 

dashboards

- Arab Register of Censuses & Surveys

- SDG Indicator Tool
http://arabsdggateway.unescwa.org/

One-stop shop for data 

SDG Tools 

Publications

https://arabsdgmonitor.unescwa.org/
https://archive.unescwa.org/ehandbook-sdg-framework-metadata
https://data.unescwa.org/content/85e05a1d-a6d5-45cd-b769-d15c30f72fe7
https://datastudio.google.com/reporting/70e13fb1-62f5-43d0-9717-f7a2d8c7ab79/page/FW7
https://datastudio.google.com/reporting/8f03d388-1ab8-4fd5-afdd-403b526fae8f/page/FW7


Self Assessment 

Regional SDGs  

Country & Regional Comparisons

Country Trackers

National Reporting Platforms

Arab SDG 
Monitor



Self 
Assessment & 
Regional 
Tracking

- Institutional Environment

- Regulatory Framework

- Dissemination & Reporting

- Data Disaggregation

- Progress

- Data availability



NRP



Regional 
Averages



Country 
Tracker



UNCT

• Country profiles upon request 

of UNCT in the Region to 

support monitoring and 

evaluation in each country.

• 10 completed profiles alone 

have 35 tables and 

dashboards each

• UNCT can customize/create 

their own versions 

Country Country Profile URL

Bahrain https://data.unescwa.org/content/Bahrain

Egypt https://data.unescwa.org/content/Egypt

Iraq https://data.unescwa.org/content/Iraq

Jordan https://data.unescwa.org/content/Jordan

Lebanon https://data.unescwa.org/content/Lebanon

Morocco https://data.unescwa.org/content/Morocco

Saudi Arabia https://data.unescwa.org/content/Saudi

Syria https://data.unescwa.org/content/Syria

UAE https://data.unescwa.org/content/UAE

Tunisia https://data.unescwa.org/content/Tunisia

https://data.unescwa.org/content/Bahrain
https://data.unescwa.org/content/Egypt
https://data.unescwa.org/content/Iraq
https://data.unescwa.org/content/Jordan
https://data.unescwa.org/content/Lebanon
https://data.unescwa.org/content/Morocco
https://data.unescwa.org/content/Saudi
https://data.unescwa.org/content/Syria
https://data.unescwa.org/content/UAE
https://data.unescwa.org/content/Tunisia


Publications

Generic Statistical Law

Between Now and 2030 

Arab National Reporting Platforms 

for SDGs: Assessment

https://www.unescwa.org/publications/between-now-and-2030-statistical-overview-progress-towards-sustainable-development
https://www.unescwa.org/publications/arab-national-reporting-platforms-sustainable-development-goals-assessment


Thank you for listening 

Neda jafar

Head Statistical Policies and Coordination Unit

jafarn@un.org


